
WHERE 
YOU CAN

Thinking about  
taking your first 
or next steps 
into a career in 
engineering?

achieve your potential in  
ENGINEERING 



Want to help shape the future?

Engineering is everywhere! From the shoes you wear and the 
phone in your hand, through to the music you listen to and the 
games you play, engineering is at the heart of everything, it helps 
transform people’s lives around the globe. It brings ideas to life  
and turns dreams into reality. Whether you’re into sports, beats, 
fashion, festivals, trainers or tech, there’s a place in engineering  
for you. Practically anything you can think of has some engineering 
behind it.

A career in engineering is varied and exciting with opportunities for work both  

as a hands on engineer, or to focus on the design of new innovative systems.  

To be successful in an engineering role requires you to be a creative problem solver. 

The engineering industry is thriving, and with engineering companies needing over 

180,000 new qualified engineers each year between now and 2022 in the UK, there 

are ample job opportunities for skilled and knowledgeable individuals.

There are currently over 7000 people employed within the engineering sector in  

West Lothian, representing over 9% of the workforce. Careers in engineering are 

some of the best paying roles, with an average salary of over £35,000 across  

the sector.

With 91% student satisfaction in 2017-18, you will have 

a great experience studying engineering at West Lothian 

College. We will provide you with the knowledge, skills, 

experience and networks to succeed within the industry 

and achieve your potential.

On completion of your course you can work in positions 

such as Aerospace Engineer, Quarry Engineer, Aircraft 

Maintenance Engineer, Electrical Engineer, Automotive 

Engineer, Energy Engineer, Marine Engineer, Chemical 

Engineer, Drilling Engineer, and Manufacturing Systems 

Engineer. Our previous students have gone on to work 

in organisations such as Arthur McKay, Emtec, Click 

Netherfield, Catalant Pharma, Amey, Sperry Marine and  

a range of smaller private engineering companies.

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE 
TO STUDY ENGINEERING?

5 of our engineering courses 
offer direct entry to 2nd or 3rd 
year at university 

I was nervous about returning to education  
after a long break but I was delighted to find 
that the course was everything I expected and 
more.  I love the coursework and the lecturers 
are great. There isn’t one member of staff who  
isn’t approachable.”
Student, HNC Electrical Engineering

“



As a college, we off er a range of engineering courses specialising 
in diff erent areas of engineering and across a variety of levels, from 
level 5 up to level 8 (HND) to prepare you for employment within 
this industry.

We have excellent links with local employers and we use these relationships to 

benefi t our students and their progression. Our previous engineering students 

have received information sessions from industry experts from companies such 

as Lareine Engineering, Shin-Etsu and Mitsubishi Electric, along with lecturers 

from Edinburgh Napier University.

As a college, we know that not all learning takes place within a classroom or on 

campus. We take our students out to various diff erent organisations and settings, 

with previous students visiting various engineering organisations both locally and 

also overseas. Examples of these trips include Torness Nuclear Power Station, 

the largest particle physics laboratory in the world on the Switzerland /French 

border (CERN) and a tour of engineering companies in Germany.

Many of our engineering students complete a placement to allow them to build the 

skills and experience needed to excel in their future careers. Previous students 

have had the opportunity for work placements within various local and international 

engineering fi rms such as Gordon Bow and Glenmorangie, Ritchie Precision and 

Edinburgh Fabrication, some of who are now in permanent employment with 

their placement employer following their course.

HOW CAN WE 
SUPPORT YOUR 
ENGINEERING CAREER?

Examples of 
companies we 
work with



Our courses

Join over 400 other engineering students studying 

with us each year and gain the skills, knowledge and 

expertise employers in the industry really value. We offer 

a wide range of full-time, part-time and schools courses 

each year, which will help you get to where you want to 

be and gain a successful career within the engineering 

sector. If you want to learn and gain a formal qualification 

whilst working in the industry, we also offer a wide range 

of SVQs and apprenticeships in engineering to over 100 

students each year.  

You can study one of the following subject areas each 

year at West Lothian College: 

•  Sectt Pre-apprenticeship 

•  Women in Stem 

•  Fabrication and Welding 

•  Engineering Systems 

•  Electrical Engineering 

•  Mechanical Engineering 

•  Preparation for Engineering

A full list of the engineering courses we offer can be 

found on our website.

For more information  
and to apply visit:
www.west-lothian.ac.uk

Our facilities

Our engineering facilities are custom built 

to enhance the student experience and 

ensure you thrive whilst studying with us. 

Whilst studying with us you will get the 

chance to gain experience using industry 

standard equipment and machines such as 

milling machines, CAD Inventor, hydraulic testing 

equipment, lathes, air source heat pump systems, metal 

stress testers and welding equipment. We also have specialist electrical engineering 

workshops, engineering systems work stations, and lecture theatres which help you 

learn and enhance your skills in the best possible environment. 

Our facilities and resources will allow you to gain industry skills  

and the hands on experience employers are looking for.

Our staff

Our staff are industry experts in their fields, previously working in engineering roles 

for Ford, Glenmorangie, Mitsubishi, within private electrical engineering firms, and 

across countries such as Denmark, Japan, China and the UK. We have staff who 

have Masters, Doctorate and Degree level qualifications, which help ensure that our 

students are given the best possible experience and provided with the knowledge, 

industry networks and engineering background to succeed in industry. 

84% of 2016-17 engineering graduates 
have found employment in this industry 
since completing their course


