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Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
Minute of Special Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 
Tuesday 03 March 2015 at 4.00 pm in the Barbour Suite, of the College. 
 
 
Present: Morag McKelvie - Chair 

Frank Gribben 
Mhairi Harrington 
Terry Lafferty 
Alex Linkston  
Janie McCusker  

 
In attendance: Vivienne McFarlane - Secretary to the Board of Governors 

Jennifer McLaren - Assistant Principal, Curriculum Support & Finance 
Lindsay Seywright - Assistant Principal, Curriculum & Planning 

 

 

  
15.11 Welcome/Apologies 

 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  The Chair noted that the Special 
Meeting had been called for further discussion to take place regarding the 
allocation of European Social Funds (ESF) Credits and for Assistant Principal, 
Curriculum Support & Finance to re-present the Budget 2015-16 to the 
Committee for recommendation to the Board of Governors. 
 
Apologies were received from Gordon Brewster, George Hotchkiss and Fiona 
Stewart 

  

15.12 Declarations of interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 

  

15.13 Budget 2015-16 
 
The Assistant Principal, Curriculum Support & Finance re-presented the 
Budget to the Committee, outlining the assumptions, risks and principles which 
underpinned the figures.  The Key Assumptions were summarised as follows: 
 

 The College will meet its targets for enrolments, Credits, ELS premium,  

 Social Inclusion and fee income. 

 The College will meet its targets for Skills Development Scotland funding. 

 No ad-hoc SFC grants will be received. 

 Salary awards will be held within allowances in budget. 

 No contingency is required. 

 An Investment Fund of £212k will be generated and utilised. 

 Student support spending will be kept within funding available. 
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 The Early Retirement provision and Net Pension Liability will remain 
unchanged. 

 
The Committee requested that the Assistant Principal, Curriculum Support & 
Finance continued to pursue in writing the revised SFC’s Capital Allocation 
following an error in the calculation by the SFC. 
 
The Committee were content with the information, however, it was agreed that 
it could not recommend the Budget to the Board of Governors until 
confirmation of the additional allocated credits had been received from the 
Scottish Funding Council (SFC).  An update to be given once confirmation of 
the 1,000 additional core credits had been received. 
 
Action 1 The Assistant Principal, Curriculum Support & Finance  

  

15.14 Scottish Funding Council Update 
 
The Chair of the Board of Governors advised that she had not received a 
written response to her letter to the Chief Executive, SFC; however, telephone 
communication had taken place.  The Chair had been verbally assured of 
1,000 additional core credits to be allocated to the College, guaranteed for all 
time.   The Chief Executive advised the Chair that written confirmation would 
not be sent to the College until the process to provide the additional 1,000 core 
credits had been put in place. 
 
The Committee welcomed this information and discussion took place 
concerning any shortfall in funds which may still be remaining after the 
additional credits had been allocated.  
 
The Chair of the Board of Governors advised that Seamus Spencer, Regional 
Outcome Manager, SFC had been invited to the next meeting of the Board of 
Governors in order to convey the credit allocation in person.  
 
The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee expressed her 
thanks for the update and noted her thanks to Ken Rutherford, SFC, for taking 
the concerns of the Committee back to the Chief Executive, SFC.  

  

15.15 Any Other Business 
 
(i) Sports Hall Update 

The Assistant Principal, Curriculum Support & Finance gave a brief 
update to her report submitted to the Committee on 17th February 2015.  
She reported that the hall was closed to all events until further notice 
due to possible building defect being investigated.  Research was being 
undertaken to ascertain if the college could claim from the builders.  A 
survey of the Sports Hall was taking place and the Assistant Principal, 
Curriculum Support & Finance would report back to the Committee on 
the survey findings. 
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Action 2 The Assistant Principal, Curriculum Support & Finance  
 
(ii) The Chair advised the Committee that she would not be attending the 

Board of Governors’ meeting on Tuesday 10th March 2015.  The Chair 
requested that Committee members, who were present, would assist in 
the verbal update of the F&PG meeting of 17th February 2015 to the 
Board of Governors. 

  

15.16 Review of Meeting, Supporting Papers & Training Needs 
 
The Committee were content with the meeting, the information received and 
supporting papers presented. 

  

15.17 The next scheduled meeting would take place on 16 June 2015 at 9.30am. 
 

 
Note: There were no matters discussed during the meeting, during which Members 
declared any conflict of interest, or the Clerk was aware from the Register of 
Interests that discussion could give rise to such a conflict. 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………. 
  Chair, Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
 
Date  ………………………………………………… 
 
 


